Commitment to Progress Award

Dr. Kenneth Laxer has been involved in epilepsy
research since the early 1970’s, playing an active
role in the development of neuro-imaging
techniques, specifically Magnetic Resonance
Spectroscopy for the evaluation and measurement
of epilepsy treatments. Since that time, his
research focus has been on seeking new diagnostic
and treatment options for uncontrollable seizures,
including devising drug studies to improve
pharmacologic options for patients who do not
respond to standard treatment. Dr. Laxer has

published more than 250 articles, abstracts and book chapters. The
Physicians he has trained are his continuing legacy, treating epilepsy
patients and training future epileptologists, including our own Drs. Bill
Marks, Paul Garcia and Lisa Bateman. Dr. Laxer received his undergraduate
degree in Control Systems Engineering from the University of California,
Los Angeles. His first job was programming flight simulations for Lear and
Lockheed aircraft (flying is an interest he still holds today).

Dr. Laxer then went to medical school and received his Doctor of Medicine
from UC-Irvine. He completed his neurology and clinical neurophysiology
training at the Montreal Neurological Institute, McGill University in Quebec.
He then moved back to the West coast to complete a fellowship in cerebellar
physiology at the Neurological Sciences Institute in Portland, OR. At the
Good Samaritan Hospital and Medical Center in Portland, Oregon, Dr. Laxer
served as the Director of the Department of Clinical Neurophysiology and

as the Director of the Oregon Comprehensive Epilepsy Program.

In 1986 Dr. Laxer moved to San Francisco to start the UCSF Epilepsy
Program. For 16 years, he practiced and instructed at UCSF as a Professor of
Clinical Neurology and Neurosurgery and served as the Director of the
Comprehensive Epilepsy Center. He is now a Professor Emeritus of Clinical
Neurology and Neurosurgery at the University of California, San Francisco.
Currently, Dr. Laxer is the Director of the Pacific Epilepsy Program at the
California Pacific Medical Center (CPMC) in. San Francisco and has been
happily serving in that position for the past four years.

Last year, Dr. Laxer and his colleagues, Drs. David King-Stephens and Peter
Weber at CPMC created the Pacific Epilepsy Program employment service
(PEP Jobs). This service offers employment preparation, job placement and
retention services to individuals with epilepsy who live in the San Francisco
Bay Area. He continues to serve on the Board of Directors at the Epilepsy
Foundation of Northern California.



